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Prudence is not only a moral but chriftian virtue, fuch as 
,s ncctllafy to tire eonjlituting of all others. Decay of Fiely. 

2. J o credt; to eftablifh. 

Vv T e mutt obey laws appointed and conJUtuted by lawful au- 
thority, not againft the law' of God. "Taylors Holy Living. 

3. Fo depute; 10 appoint another to an office. 

Co N'Titl tek. n.f [from lonjhtutc.] He that conftitutes or 
appoints. 

Const ri u'tion. n.f. [from c-nfritute.] 

1. Hie adt ot conllituting ; enabling; deputing; eflabliftiine ; 
producing. 

2. Statu of being; particular texture of parts; natural qua- 
lities. 

This is more beneficial to ns than any other confitution. 

Bentley’s Ser/nons. 

This light being t rejected through the parallel prifms, if it 
fuffered any change by the refradtion of one, it loll that im- 
ffeffion by the contrary refradlion of the other ; and fo, being 
tailored to its priftine conjhtution , became of the fame condi- 
tion as at firft. Newton’s Opt. 

3. Corporeal frame. 

Amongft many bad effedls of this oily conJUtution , there is 
one advantage ; fuch who arrive to age"; are not fubiect to 
ftriclure of fibres. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

4 Temper of body, with refpedl to health or difeafe. 

If fuch men happen, by their native confutations, to fall 
into the gout, either they mind it not at all, having no leifure 
to be Pick, or they ufe it like a dog. " Temple. 

Beauty is nothing elfe but a juft accord and mutual har- 
mony of the members, animated by a healthful conJUtution. 

Dry den s Dufrefuoy. 

5. Temper of mind. 

Dametas, according to the ronfiitution of a dull head, thinks 
no better way to {hew himfelf wife than by fufpedting every 
thing in his way. Sidney. 

Some dear friend dead ; clfe nothing in the world 
Could turn fo much the conJUtution 
Of any conftant man. Shakefpeare’ s Merchant of Venice. 

He defended himfelf with undaunted courage, and lefs 
paffion than was expected from his conJUtution. Clarendon, 
t. Eftablilhcd form of government; fyftem of laws and 
cuftoms. 

The Norman conqu’ring all by might. 

Mixing our cuftoms, and the form of right. 

With foreign conjunctions he had brought. Daniel sCiv. War. 
7. Particular law; cftablilhcd ufage; eftablifhmcnt ; inftitu- 
tion. 

We lawfully may obferve the pofitive conflitutions of our 
owm churches. Hooker, b. iv. fed. 5. 

ConJUtution , prsperly fpeaking in the fenfe of the civil law, 
is that law which is made and ordained by fome king or em- 
peror ; yet the canonifts, by adding the word /acred to it, 
make it to fignify the fame as an ecclefiaftical canon. Ayliffe. 
Constitutional, adj. [from conJUtution .J 

I. Bred in the conftitution ; radical. 

It is not probable any conJUtutional illnefs will be communi- 
cated with the fmali-pox by inoculation. Sharpe’s Surgery. 
7. Confident with die conftitution; legal. 

Constitu'tj ve. adj. [from conjlitute.] 

1. That which conftitutes any thing what it is; elemental ; cf- 
fential ; productive. 

Although it be placed among the non-naturals, that is, fuch 
as neither naturally conjlitutive , nor merely deftrudlive, do 
preferve or deftroy. Brown’s Vulgar Errcurs, b. iii. c. 9. 

The very elements and conjlitutive parts of a fchifmatick, 
being the elleem of himfelf, and the contempt of others. 

Decay of Piety. 

2. Having the power to cnadt or eflahlifti. 

To CONS TRA'IN. v. a. [ ctmjhaindre , Fr. conflringo, Latin ] 

1 . To compel ; to force to fome action. 

Thy fight, which {hould 
Make our eyes flow with joy, 

Conjhains them weep. Shakefpeare s Coriolanus. 

2 . To hinder by force; to reftrarn. 

My fire in caves con/rains the winds. 

Can with a breath their clar.i’rous rage appeafe ; 

They fear his whiftle, and fprfake the leas. Dryden. 

3. To neceffitate. 

The fears upon your honour, therefore, he 
' Does pity as conjhained blemilhes. 

Nothing deferv’d. Shake/ ear e' s Anthony and Cleopatra. 

When to his luft TEgyfthus gave the rein. 

Did fate or we th’ adult’rous ad conjlrain ? P ope's Odyffey. 

4. To violate ; to ravilh. 

Her fpodefs chaftity, 

■ Inhuman traitors, you conjlrain' d and forc’d. Shah. Tit. And. 

5. To confine; to prefs. , 

How the ftrait ftays the (lender wa be conjlrain? Gay. 

Constr a'in able. adj. [from con/irain.] Liable to conftraint; 
obnoxious to compulfion. 

Whereas men before flood bound in confidence to do as 
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rcafon teacheth, they are now, by virtue of human law, m 
Jl rain able ; and, if they outwardly tranfgrcfs, punifhable. Hook 
Constra'inEr. n.f. [from conjlrain.] He that conftrains. 
Constra int, n. J. [contrainte, French.] Compulfion; com 
polling force; violence; ad of over- ruling the defire’- con* 
finement. * ** 

I did fuppofe it {hould be on conjhaint ; 

Bur, hcav’n be thank'd, it is but voluntary. Shak. K. John 
Like you a man ; and hither led by fame, J 

Not by conjhaint , but by my choice, I came. Dryd. In. Emp 
The conftant defire of happinefs, and the conjhaint it puts 
upon us to ad for it, no body, I think, accounts an abridg- 
ment of liberty. p 0( ° ( 

1 o CONSTRUCT. v. a. [ conjlripgo conJlriSlum , Latin ] 

1. I'o bind; to cramp; to Confine into a narrow conipafs. 

2. To contrad ; to caufe to fhrink. 

Such things as conjhist the fibres and ftrengthen the folid 
P arts - Arbuthnot on Diet. 

Construction, n.f. [from corf riel.] Contraction; com- 
preffion 

The air which thefe receive into the lungs, mayferve to 
render their bodies equiponderant to the water; and the con- 
JiriElion or dilatation of it, may probably affift them to afeend 
or defeend in the water Ray on the Creation. 

Constr ft tor. n.f. [ccnfriCor, Latin.] That which com- 
prefles or contrads. 

He fuppofed the cor/hi Piers of the eye-lids muft be ftrength- 
ened in the fupereilious. Arbutb. and Pole’s Alart Scrib. 
To CONSTR I 'NGE. v. a. [ conflringo , Lat.] To compn fs ; 
to contrad; to bind. 

The dreadful fpout. 

Which fhipmen do the hurricano call, 

Cotjlring’d in mafs by the almighty fun. Sl>. Tro. atidCrrJJi. 
Strong liquors, cfpecially inflammatory fpirits, intoxicate, 
conjlringe, harden the fibres, and coagulate the fluids. Arbutb. 
Constringent, adj. \cotJlringens , Latin.] Having the qua- 
lity of binding or comprefling. 

Try a deep well, or a confervatory of fnow, where the cold 
may be more conjlringent. Bacon’s Natural FIJI cry, N°. 380. 
It binds 

Our {Lengthen'd bodies in a cold embrace 
Conjlringent. Thomfon’s Winter, l. 700. 

To CONSTRUCT, v.a. [confrudus, Lat.] To build; to 
form ; to compile ; to conftitute. 

Let there be an admiration of thofc divine attributes and 
prerogatives, for whofe manifefting he was plcafed to conjirud 
this vail fabrick, Boyle’s l Jefulntfs of Natural Pbilofopby. 
Construction. n.f. [conf/rudio, Latin J 

1. The ad of building, or piling up in a regular method. 

2. The form of building ; ftrudure ; conformation. 

There’s no art 

Tofhew the mind’s corJlruPlion in the face. Shak. Macbeth. 
The ways were made of fevcral layers of flat ftones and 
flint : the conftrudion was a little various, according to the 
nature of the foil, or the materials which they found. Arlmth. 

3. [In grammar.] The putting of words, duly chofen, together 
in fuch a manner as is proper to convey- a complete fenfe. 

Clarke’s Latin Grammar. 
Some particles conftantly, and others in certain conjl rail ions, 
have the fenfe of a whole fentcnce contained in them. Locke. 

4. The ad of arranging terms in the proper order, by difen- 
tangling tranfpolitions; the ad of interpreting; explanation. 

This label, whofe containing 
Is fo from fenfe in hardnefs, that I can 
Make no collcdion of it, let him Ibcw 
His {kill in the coijlrudion. Shakefpeare’ s Cymbcl'vne, 

5. The fenfe; the meaning; interpretation. 

In which fenfe although we judge the apoftlc’s words to 
have been uttered, yet hereunto we do not require them to 
yield, that think any other conflrudian more found. Hooker. 

He that would live at cafe, ihould always put the bell con- 
Jlrudion on bufinefs and converfation. Collier on the Spleen. 

Religion, in its own nature, produces good will towards 
men, and puts thcmilJeft coijlrudion upon evrry accident that 
befals them. Spectator, N*. 483’ 

6. Judgment ; mental reprefentation. 

It cannot, therefore, unto reafonable conjunctions feem 
ftrange, or favour of Angularity, that we have examined this 
point. Brown’s Vulgar Errours, b. iv. c. 1 3 - 

7. The manner of deferibing a figure or problem in geometry. 

8. Construction of Equations, in algebra, is the method ot 
reducing a known equation into lines and figures, in order to 
a geometrical demonflration. 

Constru'cture. n.f. [from can/rud.] Pile; edifice; 
brick. 

They {hall the earth’s cenfirudurt clofely bind 
And to the center keep the parts confin’d. 

To CO'NSTRUE. v. a. [confirm, Latin.] 

1. To range words in their natural order; to difcntanglc tram* 
pofition. 

I’ll teach mine eyes with meek humility, 

Lovc-lcarncd letters to her eyes to read ; . 

1 Which 


fa- 


Blackmorc. 
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'Which her deep wit, that true heart's thought can fjiell, 
Will foon conceive, and learn to conjl rue well. Spenfet. 
Virgil is fo very figurative, that he requires (I may almoft 
fay) a grammar apart to conjlrue him. Dryden. 

Thus wc are put to conjlrue and paraphrafe our own words, 
to free ourfclves either from the ignorance or malice of our 
adverfaries. StillingfUts’ s Defence of Dijcaurfe on Roman Ido'. 

5. To interpret; to explain ; to {hew the meaning. 

I muft crave that I be not fo underflood or conflrued, as if 
any fuch thing, by virtue thereof, could be done vvithout*the 
aid and afliftance of God’s mod bleiled fpirit. Hooker, b. iii. 

Conjlrue the times to their neceffities, 

' And you lliall fay, indeed, it is the time. 

And not the king, that doth you injuries. Shak. Hen. IV . 
When the word is conflrued into its idea, the double mean- 
ing vaniftics. Add J'n on Ancient Medals. 

To CO'NSTUPRATE. v. a. [ conjlujro , Lat.] To violate; 
to debauch ; to difile. 

Constupra'tion. n.f. [from confuprate.] Violation; de- 
filement. 

CONSUBST A'NTIAL. adj. [ccnfubjlantialis, Latin.] 

j. Having the fame dlence or fubfiitence. 

The Lord our God, is but one God : in wlflch indivifible 
unity, notvvithftanding we adore the Father, as being altoge- 
ther of himfelf, we glorify that confubjlantial word which is 
the Son ; wc blefs and magnify that co-cfiential Spirit, eternally 
proceeding from both, which is the Holy Gholl. Hooker, b. v. 

2. Being of the fame kind or nature. 

It continueth a bo &y conjubjlantial with our bodies ; a body 
of the fame, both nature and meafure, which it had on earth. 

Hooker, b. v. J. 54. 
In their conceits the human nature of Chrift was not con- 
fub/lantial to ours, but of another kind. Brerewood. 

Consubstantia'lity. n.f [from confubflantial.] lixiftcnce 
of more than one, in the fame fubftance. 

1 he eternity of the Son’s generation, and his co-cternity 
and eonfubjlantiality with the Father, when he came down 
from heaven. Hammond on Fundamentals. 

I'o Consubst a'nt 1 ate. v. a. [ from con and fubjlantia , 
Lat.] 'I'o unite in one common fubftance or nature. 

Consubstantia'tion. n f. [from conjubfantiate.] The 
union of the body of our blefled Saviour with the facramental 
clement, according to the Lutherans. 

In the point of confuljlantiation, toward the latter end of 
his life, he changed his mind. Atterbury. 

CONSUL. 11. f, [conful, confnendo, Latin.] 

1. The chief magiflratc in the Roman republick. 

Or never be fo noble as a conful. 

Nor yoke with him for tribune. Shakefpeare' s Coriolanus. 

Confuts of mod’rate pow’r in calms were made ; 

When the Gauls came, one foie didlator (wav’d. Dryden. 

2. An officer commiflioncd in foreign parts to judge between 
the merchants of his nation, and protect their commerce. 

Co nsular, adj. [ confularis , Latin.] 

1. Relating to the conful. 

The conj'ular power had only the ornaments, without the 
force of the royal authority. ’ Spectator, N°. 287. 

2. Consular Alan. One who had been conful. 

Rife not the confular men, and left their places, 

; So foon as thou fat’d down ? Ben. John fan’s Catiline. 

Consulate, n.f. [conjulatus, Latin.] The office of conful. 
His name and confulate were effaced out of all publick re- 
gnters and inferiptions. Addifon’s Remarks on Italy. 

Co nsulship. n. f [from conful.] The office of conful. 

I he patricians fhould do very ill. 

To let the confljhip be fo defil'd. Ben. Johnfon’s Catiline. 

* " e iuvely boy, with his aulpicious face, 

T t vvScfwn’ 5 a "f u WP and triumph grace. Dryden. 

T 0 L 1 ; v - "■ [ confnlto , Latin.] To take counfel to- 

gether ; to deliberate in common. It has with before the per- 
iun admitted to confutation. 

Every man. 

After the hideous ftorm that follow’d, was 
A thing infpir d ; and, not confulting, broke 
Into a general prophecy, that this temped, 

IWhing the garment of this peace, aboded 
he fudden breach on’t. Shakefpeare’ s Henry VIII. 

. I^te-houfe, wherein three hundred and twenty men fat 
conjmuug always for the people. , Mac v iii. , , . 

Unjult not iv, to the (Tothful for any work. Ecclus. xxxv i i. 

, ", e > ent for Jus bofom friends, with whom he mod confi- 

niCWCd lhc P a P tr t0 lhcm i ^e contents 
vvhercot he could not conceive. Clar»„l„, 

To Consult, v.a. Clarendon. 

<• To afk advice of ; as, he confuted his friends. 

2 1 v r rc = ar ^ ’ . to w 'th view or refpedl to. 

, re ’ in th e firft place, to conjult the neceffities of life 
ather than matters of ornament and delight. L'Ejhanrc 
I ne lcnate owes its gratitude to Cato, * ‘ 

a ho with fo great a foul confdts its fafety, 

3. w ^ e l* e neglccU liis own. Ml. Cats. 
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there confulted for the future, yet nothing 
■ Clarendon , b. viii. 

to confu't an author. 


Bacon. 

Swift. 


the elders and 
A lark, xv. 1 . 


Thou haft confulted fhame to thy houfe, by cutting off many 

Many things were 
was politively refolved 

4. 'I'o learch into; to examine ; 

Co'nsult. n f [from the verb. It is varioufly accented ] 

1. The adt of confulting. 

Yourfelf in perfon head one chofcn half. 

Anil march t’ opprefs the fadtion in cor.ju t 

With dying Dorax. J ’f yam's Den SrbefUan, 

2. The effedt of confulting; determination. 

He faid, and rofe die firft ; the council broke ; 

And all their grave confults diftolv d in (moke. Dryd. Fab.es. 

3. A council ; a number of perfons afiembied in deliberation. 

Divers meetings and confults of our whole number, to can 
fidcr of the former labours. 

A confult of coquets below 
Was call’d, to rig him out a beau; 

Consulta'tion. n.f [from confult .] 

1. The act of confulting ; fecret deliberation. 

The chief pi iefts held a confultation with 
feribes. 

2. A number of perfons confulted together ; a council. 

A confultation was called, wherein he advifed a falivation. 

JVijetr.cm of Abfceffcs. 

3. [In law.] Confultatio is a writ, whereby a caufe, being for- 
merly removed by prohibition from the ecclefiaftical couit, or 
court chriftian, to the king’s court, is returned thither again : 
for the judges of the king’s court, if, upon comparing the 
libel with the fuggeition of the party, they do find the fug- 
geftion falfe, or not proved, and therefore the caufe to be 
wrongfully called from the court chriftian ; then, upon this 
confultation or deliberation, decree it to-be returned again. Cowcl. 

Consu'lter. m.J. [ from confult ] One that confults or 
afks council or intelligence. 

There fhall not be found among you a charmer, or a ccn- 
f liter with familiar fpirits, or a wizard. Deutr. xviii. 1 1. 
Consumable, adj. [from confume.j Sufceptible of dcftruc- 
tion ; poffible to be wafted, fpent, or deftroyed. 

It does truly agree in this common quality aferibed unto 
both, of being incombuftible, and not confumablc by fire; but 
yet there is this inconvenience, that it doth contract fo much 
fuliginous matter from the earthy parts of the oil, though it 
was tried with fome of the pureft oil which is ordinary to be 
bought, that in a very few days it did ehoak and extinguifh 
the flame. ' ' Wilkins's Mcihem. Magick. 

Our growing rich or poor depends only on, which is 
greater or lefs, our importation or exportation of con/mable 
commodities. Locke . 

ToCONSU'ME. v.a. [confumc, Latin.] Towafte; tofpend; 
to deftroy. 

Where two raging fires meet together. 

They do confum.t the thing that feeds their fury. Shakefpeare. 
Thou (halt carry much feed out into the field, and (halt 
gati.er but little in; for the locufts fhall confumc it. De//*. xxviiu 
Thus in foil anguifh {he confumes the day. 

Nor quits her deep retirement. ^ Thom fan’s Spring. 

i o Consu me. v. n. i o waftc awav ; to be exhaufted. 

Thefe violent delights have violent ends, 

And in their triumph die; like fire and powder, 

W hich, as they meet, confine. Shakejp. Romeo and Juliet. 
Consu mer, n.f [from coijtane. ] One that Ipends, vvaftes, 
or deltroys any thing. 

Money may be confidered as in the hands of the cenfumer 
or ot the merchant who buys the commoditv, when made 
to export. ' r , 

FoCONSU'MM ATE. v.a. [confommer, Fr canfwr.mare, Lat.] 

I o comp etc; to perfect; to finifo; to end.' Anciently ac- 
cented on the firft fyllable. 1 

Vourfclf, myfelf, and other lords, will pafs 

1 o corf animate this bufinefs happily. Shakejp. King John. 

1 here fhall we eonfummate our fpoufal rites. Shakefpeare. 

w,- Vr perl °". was cunn,n g enough to begin the deceit in the 

Ibt ft ’ iUld thC WCaker ,ufficient to eonfummate the fraud in 
the ftronger. Br<nmfs ^ 

fni . "f ,d a mind Jo eonfummate the happinefs of the day. Tati. 
Consummate.^/, [from the verb] Complete • nerR-S* 
fin 1 died ; omnibus numeris abfolutus. * ’ ^ * 

1 do but Hay ’till your marriage be eonfummate. Shakefpeare. 
iiartn, in her rich attire 

Confummate, lovely fail'd. Milton's Paradifc Loll, b. v ii 
Gratian, among his maxims for raifine a man to' the moft 
eonfummate greatnefs, advifes to perform Lraordinarv 
and to fecure a good hiftorian. Addfn, Freeholder. N® °” c* 
a man of perfect and eonfummate virtue falls into a mif- 
une, it rai.es our pity, but not our terrour. Addif St>e ‘v-/ 
Consummation, n.f [from eonfummate.] J ' P 

l. Completion; perfection; end. 

2 - vL of npj&srs. 

hrom the firft beginning of the world unto the laft ton- 

. Jurnmatiqn 








Samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language London, 1755 the warnock library Octavo 


